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Suez Canal and spend thousands of rupees as toll, so they
go to England in six months by rounding Africa.
Due to all these disadvantages of sailing ships, naval
warfare in the past was a risky affair.   A slight change in
the course of the wind or in  the  ocean-current  would
decide the fate   of  a  battle.    Again,   those   ships,  being,
made of wood, would frequently catch fire, which had to
be put out.    Their construction also was of a different
type ; one end was fiat and very high, with five or six
decks.    On the uppermost deck at this end there used to-
be a wooden verandah, in front of which were the com-
mander's room and office and on either side were  the
officers' cabins.    Then there was a large open space, at
the other end of which were a few cabins.    The lower
decks also had similar roofed halls, one underneath the
other.   In the lowermost deck or hold were the sailor's
sleeping and dining rooms, etc.    On either side of each
deck   were   ranged   cannon,    their   muzzles    projecting,
through the rows of apertures in the ships' walls ; and on
both sides were heaps of cannon balls (and powder bags
in times of war).   All the decks of these ancient men-of-
war had very low roofs and one had to carry his head
down when moving about.    Then it was a troublesome
business to secure marines for naval warfare.    There was
a standing order of the Government to enlist men by force
or guik wherever they could be found. Sons were violent-
ly snatched away from their mothers, and husbands from;
their wives.   Once they were made  to board the ship,
(which perhaps the poor fellows had never done in their
lives), they were ordered straightway to climb the masts i
And if through fear they failed to carry out the order,
they were flogged.   Some would also die under the ordeal.
It was the rich and influential men of the country who*
made these laws, it was they who would appropriate the
benefits of commerce, or ravage, or conquest of different
countries, and the poor people were simply to shed their